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NOMINATION OF EDWIN M. STANLEY 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1958 


Unitep States SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:30 a. m., in Room 
424, Senate Office Building, Senator Sam J. Ervin (chairman) pre- 
siding. 

Present: Senators Ervin and Hruska. 

Also present: Congressman Harold D. Cooley. 

Senator Ervin. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Senator O’Mahoney said he would be unable to be here, so Senator 
Hruska and I will conduct the hearing. 

This is a hearing on the nomination of Edwin M. Stanley to be the 
United States district judge for the middle district of North Carolina. 
Let the record show notice of the hearing was published in the Con- 
gressional Record of January 23, 1958, and that Senator Scott and I, 
as Senators from North Carolina, have both informed the subcommit- 
tee that we approve the nomination. Let the record also show that 
by letter of January 28, 1958, the standing committee on Federal 
judiciary, of the American Bar Association, stated in its opinion the 
nominee is qualified for the appointment; and further, that by letter 
of January 25, 1958, the North Carolina Bar Association, through the 
State bar council, has stated the nominee is eminently qualified for 
the appointment. 

Now the Chair would like to know at this time if anyone appears 
for the purpose of opposing the confirmation of the nominee. [No 
response. ] 

Judge Stanley, suppose you come and take a seat right here. 

I think it would be of aid to the committee if you would just state 
in a brief way your education, your experience as a lawyer, and your 
experience thus far in the office to which you have been appointed. 


STATEMENT OF EDWIN M. STANLEY, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO 
BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE MIDDLE DIS- 
TRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA 


Mr. Sranuey. Senator, I graduated from Wake Forest College in 
1931, and engaged in general practice of law since that time until 
I was appointed United States attorney, in 1954, which position 
I resigned when I received this interim appointment, and was sworn 
in on November 1, 1957. 

Senator Ervin. You are a native of North Carolina? 

Mr. Sranuey. I am. 
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Senator Ervin. Are you a native of Guilford or Forsyth? 

Mr. Sranuey. Well, Fred Hutchins told me that I should say 
I was a native of Forsyth, and I presume that is right. I was born 
in Forsyth, lived there for a year, and moved into Guilford, and then 
later back to Forsyth, so I presume I am a native of Forsyth. 

Senator Ervin. I might state my administrative assistant, Jack 
Spain, claims credit for teaching you more mathematics than you 
probably know at this time. 

Mr. STan.ey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. Senator Hruska, would you like to ask Judge 
Stanley any questions? 

I might state that he was given, and accepted, an interim appoint- 
ment and has been active in discharging the duties of this office. 
Also, I will state that I have known him for a great many years, and 
everything I know about him is good except for the fact that he 
belongs to your party instead of mine. [Laughter.] 

Senator Hruska. In referring questions to me, as to his qualifica- 
tions, I will put that pretty close to the top of the list. 

How long did you serve as district attorney? 

Mr. SraNnuEy. From April 11, 1954, until I took the oath of office 
as district judge November 1, 1957, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. So that from 1931 to 1951 you engaged in the 
general practice of law? 

Mr. Stan ey. 1931 until 1954. 

Senator Hruska. 1954. 

Mr. Stanuey. Yes; when I was appointed United States attorney. 

Senator Hruska. Yes; excuse me. 

What was the type of vour general practice, Judge? 

Mr. Stanuey. Well, it was general practice, criminal and civil, 
in most all fields. 

Senator Hruska. Corporation law? tax law? 

Mr. Stanuey. Yes; some of all. 

Senator Hruska. Did you participate in and practice in the 
Federal court 

Mr. Stranutey. Yes, sir—— 

Senator Hrvsxa. During your private practice years? 

Mr. Srantey. Yes, sir; pretty much during all the entire period. 

Senator Hruska. I would like to ask about the volume of work 
during your term and activity as district attorney. How heavy was 
the docket? 

Mr. Stanuey. We had a rather heavy docket. I believe the 
statistics show, Senator, that our district is 19th in the Nation in 
workload of the 94 Federal districts. 

Senator Hruska. How many deputies did you have, assistants? 

Mr. Sranutey. I bad three assistants. We handled about, an 
average of about, 700 criminal cases and about 250 civil cases for 
the Government a year. I was real proud, and it was largely through 
the efforts of my assistants, that we were able to substantially reduce 
our backlog of cases. I ore e the Attorney General had a program 
on from 1955—July 1, 1955, to July 1, 1956—of trying to reduce this 
backlog. We were able re reduce ours by a little better than 80 
percent. The average, I believe, throughout the Nation was about 
29 percent. 

Senator Hruska. Mr. Chairman, I would just like to observe that 
anyone who has been in that office during that period of time, and 
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made that reduction in backlog of the docket, and still not have anyone 
come in here to appear against him, must have done a pretty good job. 

Senator Ervin. Well I would say that he has. He had a judge 
there who was a very energetic person, and you have a bar there that 
does not mind trying the cases. And, as he states, it is a district that 
covers a great deal of territory, and it covers an area of the State in 
which there is a tremendous amount of litigation. 

Senator Hruska. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Ervin. Now there are a great many North Carolina 
lawyers here, and I do not know whether any of them have come to 
speak for any particular organization. If they have, we will hear 
from them first. 

Senator Hruska. You have some Congressmen here, haven’t you? 

Mr. Coo.tgey. We are just here as character witnesses. [Laughter.] 

Senator Ervin. Congressman Cooley, the committee would be glad 
to hear any statement you desire to make at this time. 


STATEMENT OF HAROLD D. COOLEY, A REPRESENTATIVE IN 
CONGRESS FROM THE FOURTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF 
THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 


Mr. Cootey. Thank you, Senator. 

The statement I have to make is to say that I think the judge is 
eminently well qualified. I think the people generally are highly 
pleased with his selection, and we are sure that he will preside with 
great dignity and great impartiality and with great competency. 

I said facetiously that these people are here as character witnesses, 


but actually that is their purpose, to be here to attest to the high 
caliber of man that Judge Stanley is, and we hope and expect that 
his confirmation will be unanimous, and we are certain it will reflect 
great credit on the judiciary of our Commonwealth. 

Senator Erwin. Thank you. 

Now if there is anyone representing any organization of the bar, 
we would be glad to hear from them at this time before we call on 
persons generally. 

Col. Charles P. Green. 


STATEMENT OF CHARLES P. GREEN 


Mr. Green. Mr. Chairman, I understand the North Carolina Bar 
Association has a letter in your files. 

Mr. Cootry. Mr. Green is former district attorney in the eastern 
district. 

Senator Ervin. W. J. Adams, Jr., we would be glad to hear from 
you. 


STATEMENT OF W. J. ADAMS, JR. 


Mr. Apams. Senator, and Senator Hruska, it is my privilege to be 
here as a member of the Greensboro Bar Association. 1 would only 
like to say that when a vacancy occurred in the office of the United 
States district, in the middle district, the Greensboro Bar Association 
unanimously endorsed the Honorable Edwin M. Stanley for that po- 
sition, and I think it is highly significant that that endorsement was 
made by his local bar, at which he has practiced for over, I believe, 
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20 years. I think that shows the very high esteem in which he is 
held by his fellow lawyers in his hometown—and of course, also by 
lawyers in other parts of the middle district. 

We feel that he has all the qualifications to make an outstanding 
Federal judge. 

Senator Ervin. I might ask Miss Petree, Did you come to speak for 
Congressman Durham? 


STATEMENT OF MISS IDA PEARL PETREE 


Miss Perres. No, sir; I came to speak for myself. I came because 
I worked with Ed for a number of years in Greensboro, and I do not 
know of any person who knows him better than his secretary. And I 
highly recommend him. 

Senator Ervin. Miss Petree is right-hand man to Congressman 
Durham, the Congressman from Judge Stanley’s district. 

William D. Sabiston. 


STATEMENT OF WILLIAM D. SABISTON 


Mr. Sazistron. I am here as president of the Moore County Bar 
Association, and also as a representative from the Rockingham divi- 
sion of the middle district, North Carolina, just to say that our asso- 
ciation, which includes only two Republicans, endorsed Judge Stanley 
unanimously when we found out that he was being considered for this 
job. 

I have also talked with the lawyers of the other counties in our divi- 
sion, and they have likewise unanimously endorsed him. 

I know that he is qualified from.experience, because I have appeared 
against him for about 4 years now, consecutively, and by that ex- 
perience I know he is eminently qualified, and we highly recommend 
him in our division and in our county. 

Senator Ervin. I would concur in your last statement, because I 
held superior court in Guilford County, and Ed was a young lawyer 
starting practice, and before he got on the Government side he was 
defending, and on several occasions I thought he cheated justice of 
its lawful and proper process. 

Beverly Moore of Greensboro, N. C., who has been active in the 
North Carolina Bar Association and State bar activities— 

Mr. Stanuey. President-elect. 

Senator Ervin. President-elect of the State bar. 

We would be glad to hear from you at this time, sir. 


STATEMENT OF BEVERLY C. MOORE 


Mr. Moore. Mr. Chairman, and Senator Hruska, just want to add 
a personal endorsement of Judge Stanley. It has been my good 
fortune to have practices with him all my professional life. I started 
in 1934, and I believe the judge started in 1931. However, I have 
known him well and intimately, and in his modesty to the committee 
he overlooked that in addition to his other experiences, he used to be, 
years ago, judge of the juvenile court there, and he did a mighty fine 
job as a young lawyer there. And, during the trying years of World 
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War II, he was chairman of that obnoxious OPA thing, there, and 
there is no one here who remembers those days, who opposes him, 
and I am sure that speaks well for him, too. 

We know he is a man of character and ability. And I do not 
believe there are any Republicans here—I do not believe there are, 
except Herman Smith—and he has got a lot of Republicans down 
there, and they are all for him. And I do not know of anyone who is 
against him. 

Senator Ervin. If you had not mentioned that, I was not going to 
say anything about it, but I have never yet seen so many Democrats 
travel such a long distance to make certain a Republican was safely 
placed in a position. [Laughter.] 

Now, John Caffey, of Greensboro, N. C., who has been a member 
of the bar, and I believe at one time associated with the judge in the 
practice of law. 

We will be glad to hear from you, sir. 


STATEMENT OF JOHN W. CAFFEY 


Mr. Carrey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I do not want to 
transgress upon the time of the committee. I was happily and 
fortunately associated with Judge Stanley for about 11 years, in the 
same office, and I am sure by reason of that association that I know 
him, not only as a lawyer but as an individual. He is certainly a man 
of sturdy character; he has a wonderful record at the bar, and as 
United States attorney, and at the bench thus far, and I am sure he 
will reflect credit on the Federal judiciary. 

Senator Ervin. J. Hampton Price, chairman of the State Board 
of Elections of North Daediink and 

Mr. Price. I used to be. 





STATEMENT OF J. HAMPTON PRICE 


Mr. Price. I have known Ed ever since he has been practicing. In 
fact, I have been practicing longer than he has. Our county, an 
adjoining county, endorsed him unanimously. 

After practicing in the courts for about 35 years, I reached the con- 
clusion that there are a lot of things that go to make up a judge more 
than just intelligence. Now Ed is a smart lawyer, an able lawyer, 
but he has the other qualifications that I think are so necessary to 
make a successful judge, and that is he has courtesy and he has 
patience. I have often heard him say, “This man is a smart judge, 
but he is mean.” Well if a man is a smart judge and he is mean, he 
cannot do business. 

So this man here represents, in my opinion—has all the qualifica- 
tions, he has intelligence, has courtesy, and he has patience—those 
are things that are so necessary to make a judge, and our board 
endorsed him unanimously. 

Senator Ervin. The committee will be glad to hear from Maj. 
L. P. McLendon, of Greensboro, N. C., who is one of our most dis- 
tinguished lawyers and citizens. 
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STATEMENT OF L, P. McLENDON 


Mr. McLenpon. I would like the committee to know that the 
appointment of Judge Stanley has met with universal approval of the 
people generally throughout North Carolina, particularly in the 
middle district of North Carolina. I think that is a compliment to 
him because it is evidence that the people have confidence in his 
ability, his fairness, his firmness, and his capacity to fill a position 
which is growing in importance all the time, and they take pride in 
the appointment of a man of Mr. Stanley’s character, his reputation 
and his known ability. 

Senator Ervin. Nelson Woodson of Salisbury, N. C., who has 
served with distinction in the North Carolina State Senate. The 
committee would be glad to hear from you at this time, sir. 


STATEMENT OF NELSON WOODSON 


Mr. Woopson. Mr. Chairman, I am from Salisbury, which is a 
city in the middle district of North Carolina, and I want to say that 
we, since Judge Stanley’s appointment, have been greatly impressed 
with his attitude and with his desire to assist the lawyers and the 
public, and inspection of the court’s business. And one thing which 
he is known for is coming over to the Salisbury division, which em- 
braces several counties, to hear motions and pretrial work, instead of 
the lawyers of the Salisbury division having to go over to Greensboro— 
as much as we like it. It is a source of convenience and assistance to 
the litigants and the public, and that is what I would tell the commit- 
tee, in addition to the fine qualities that he has exhibited during his 
term as district attorney. 

Senator Ervin. Thank you, Nelson. 

Irving Carlyle of Winston-Salem, N. C., bar, who has rendered a 
great service to North Carolina in the State senate, and who is one 
of our great lawyers, and one whom I loved to cross-examine when 
I sat on the court and he argued cases before me. 

Mr. Cartyte. You were mighty good at it, too, Senator. 


STATEMENT OF IRVING CARLYLE 


Mr. Carty e. I expect I have known Ed about as long as any of 
you here. I had the great privilege of teaching his sister—not him— 
at a little country school out at Wallburg known as Liberty Piedmont 
Institute. I came to have great respect for the standings of his sister, 
Irene, who was one of my students. 

Ed has also rendered a great all-around service in many ways. He 
has been one of the most active and devoted members of the board of 
trustees of Wake Forest College that we have had in recent years, 
and he is a devoted member of his church, as all of us know. That 
has not been mentioned. He is a well-rounded man. 

And I think Harold Cooley has expressed my sentiments, and the 
sentiments of all of us here in regard to his qualifications. 

I am glad to be here to speak these words. 

Senator Ervin. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Senator Ervin. We will be glad to hear from Fred Hutchins of 
Winston-Salem, N. C., bar. And I would like to state for the benefit 
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of the lawyers here, so they can take it out on Fred, that he is the 
cause of all the errors I committed while serving on the North Carolina 
court, because I had been wise enough to turn down the appointment, 
and he called me up, and with persuasive powers, persuaded me to 
reverse my decision. And if it had not been for him, all those bad 
opinions you all have to read would not have been written. 

We would be glad to hear from you. 


STATEMENT OF FRED HUTCHINS 


Mr. Hutcuins. Senator, I can say that is one of the happy moments 
of my life, and it has proven to be well worth while. 

So far as Judge Stanley, I have known him a long time myself, and 
I highly endorse everything that has been said about him. 

I may add that I think he is richly endowed with good common 
sense, and a sense of fairness, and | think his sense of justice is superior 
to, or paramount with, any other personal idea, or group, or anything 
else. I think he is well poised and will make a grand judge. 

Senator Ervin. Now we will be glad to hear from Don A. Walser 
of Lexington, N. C. 


STATEMENT OF DON A. WALSER 


Mr. Watser. Senator, I might state here that, of course, in North 
Carolina we have a North Carolina Bar Association and we have also 
the North Carolina State Bar. I happen to be the only member here 
of the counsel of the North Carolina State Bar, which consists of 30 
counselors now. While the State bar counsel took no official action 
on Judge Stanley’s nomination, yet I desire to say for the benefit of 
the record, that at the last meeting, which was January 17, it was 
freely discussed, and I want to report that it was unanimous, with no 
opposition whatsoever, and everyone is highly in favor of Judge 
Stanley 

I do not see any need in taking any further time, but I voice the 
sentiments of those already expressed, and especially of Congressman 
Cooley. 

Senator Ervin. I might state, I stated the North Carolina bar as 
Mr. Walser’s. We have two bars, one an ‘official North Carolina 
State Bar, on which he has served as president, and a North Carolina 
Bar Association. And when I stated bar association approved, I 
meant, although I believe I inadvertently used the term State council, 
board of governors. 

The committee will be glad to hear from Welch Jordan of the 
Guilford-Greensboro, N. C., bar, a lawyer who sometimes, even when 
he is wrong, makes a very, ‘very persuasive argument— and on a case 
that even got me wrong, too. 


STATEMENT OF WELCH JORDAN 


Mr. Jorpan. Senator, I do not believe I ever led you into error. 

I highly endorse all that has been said about Judge Stanley, and 
I would like to call to the attention of the committee that since his 
appointment he was invited by Chief Judge Parker of the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit to sit on that court, 
and he did sit as a member of that court during its Charlotte, N. C., 
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session in January, and I understand applied himself with honor and 
dignity. 

Senator Ervin. Is there anyone else who would like to inal a 
word? 

Senator Hruska, I might state that if you ever get in North Carolina 
and get arrested, like 1 did one time, for speeding or anything else, 
if you get any of these lawyers here you will come near to getting a 
safe deliverance in any kind of a case. This is a very fine group of 
trial lawyers represented here. 

Senator Hruska. Senator Ervin, I should just like to say it has 
been my privilege to sit in on many confirmation hearings of this kind. 
As one who has practiced, and I did practice for about a quarter of a 
century before I was chosen to come to the Senate, I can say that all 
of us, as members of the bar, always rejoice when one of our members 
are elevated to the bench, and particularly to the Federal bench. 
That is a great occasion for all of us because it is an honor to us. 

I would like to commend those who have come here and spoken so 
well on behalf of Judge Stanley. I think it is a great tribute to 
Judge Stanley, but I should also like to say it is a tribute to the 
subcommittee and to the Judiciary Committee that you have taken 
of your time to come here for the purpose of speaking so well of one 
of your number. And I want you to know that we consider it as a 
compliment. 

Senator Ervin. I would like to say that normally, under the cir- 
cumstances, having’completed the hearing, we would go into executive 
session. If everyone present would just sort of stop up their ears, 
why Senator Hruska and myself would go into executive session on 


this nomination without retiring according to the customary custom 
around here. 
(At 11 a. m. the subcommittee adjourned.) 


x 








